Region VIII Mental Health Alliance Teleconference Call Notes

December 6, 2007
Approximately 20 people joined the call.

Presentation and Discussion for Call:  Creating county wide mental health partnerships for EHS/HS programs 

The facilitator introduced guest speaker Katherine Bair (BairK@canoncityschools.com): 
· Two articles were distributed prior to the call of which Katherine provided a synopsis outlining her community’s process for improving their early childhood mental health system through collaborative planning and action:
· As a community-based group, identified needs in the community

· Focused on screening all children and making it the norm in the community

· Focused on all children and families needing home visiting services
· Used Parents as Teachers curriculum/theory

· Created universal access to a monthly home visitation program in community and then made it twice monthly

· Found total lack of early childhood trained mental health clinicians

· Joined with other children’s agencies to write grants for needed services

· e.g. drug and alcohol folks, etc.

· Developed strategic plan for screening, prevention and intervention services

· Saw need for Infant Mental Health expertise
· Partnered with the Harris Fellowship program and sent 4 community members to the training

· http://www.erikson.edu/students.asp?file=harrisfellowship 

· Now looking at sustainability in keeping trained people supporting programs
· Participants wanted ideas for building staff capacity and Katherine suggested the one-day DC Zero to Three Training.

· Anita from Badlands mentioned that training in Early Childhood is minimally found in Mental Health Consultants, and others agreed.
· Cheryl Eckblad from Minot sends her staff to Florida each year to get trained in Conscious Discipline and has tied college credit to this training.

Heather asked for resources about staff training in how to talk to families about their child’s mental health, how to approach it in a neutral way and present the benefits of services.  She wants information on the DC Zero to Three Training for Family Advocates.
Direct any questions about this Mental Health Alliance to Janet Humphryes at Humphryes_janet@bah.com .
NEXT CALL:  January 3, 2008        1-2 pm MST        Topic: Depression
